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Learning Objectives
• Describe at least 3 issues socially that facilitate or minimize sexual assault

• Explain how the creation and maintenance of a public persona helps offenders go 
undetected

• List at least 3 vulnerabilities that offenders identify or create in victims

• Identify 5 common “reasons” or excuses offenders use for offending

• Explain why each of these “reasons” is false or incomplete

• Apply principles learned to analyze a case study of a recidivist’s history and behavior
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Rates of Sexual Violence 
Have Been Rising Steadily 
Over the Last Decade

(Statista, 2021)
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Vast majority of 
Perps

• Are not reported 
• Less than a third of sexual assaults reported to 

police

• Of 1000, 
• Only 50 reports to police lead to arrest
• Only 28 cases face felony conviction
• Only 25 perpetrators will be incarcerated

• Reporting rates
• Female college students – 20%
• Elderly – 28%
• Military – 43% of women; 10% of men.  

• (National Crime 
Victimization Study, 2020)

4

W. T. F. ?

5

Live in a society that . . .

Accepts and reinforces rape myths

Endorses and supports rape culture

Uses a language of lies

Is imbued with misogyny

Overvalues status, wealth, position

Associates violence, dominance, and aggressive sexual with masculinity

6
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Rape Myths Include –
• Violence, stranger, force, weapon, 

preventable, identifiable
• Perpetrator is a type and acts a certain way
• Victim can provoke and prevent rape/sexual 

assault
• Victim acts a certain way if “really” assaulted

Acceptance of Rape Myths
• Jury acquittal
• Impact law enforcement
• In men, can lead to sexual aggression
• Can impact even lab personnel, DNA testing!
• All in favor of the perp and against victims

(Booth, Willmont, & Boduszek, 2018; Campbell & Fehler-Cabral, 2020; Constntinou, 2021; Yapp & Quayle, 2018) 
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Rape Culture

• A culture or environment where sexual assault is normalized or trivialized.
• Includes:
• Rape myth acceptance
• Victim blaming
• Victims responsible to avoid assault
• Unwillingness or failure to hold perpetrators accountable
• Normalization/minimization through use of lyrics, jokes, media humor
• Sexual objectification and humiliation
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Examples

9
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Don’t think we have rape culture??

• A third of the 6 male judges on the supreme court have been accused 
of sexual misconduct

• Meanwhile Attorney General William Barr endorsed a 2017 book 
called Campus Rape Frenzy, which essentially argues men are the real 
victims of sexual assault in universities. “[T]he false narrative of a 
‘rape culture’ on college campuses – has created a regime of 
kangaroo justice,” Barr wrote in a blurb for the book. “Your blood will 
boil as the authors meticulously examine scores of cases where, in 
the name of political correctness, male students are sacrificed to the 
mob.”
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Forced Sexual 
Initiation

• 13,310 women aged 18 – 44
• 6.5% Forced sexual initiation  
• Mean age 15.6 years 

•1 in 16 girls
• Health impact 
• Unwanted first pregnancy or 

abortion 
• Pelvic inflammatory disease
• Problems with menstruation 
• Substance use 

(Hawks, Woolhandler, Himmelstein, Bor, Gaffney, & McCormick, 2019) 
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Failure to hold perpetrators accountable

Investigators won’t 
investigate 

“problem” cases

Prosecutors won’t 
prosecute 

“unwinnable” cases

Judges won’t 
sentence 

consistently

Parole/probation 
won’t consequent 

violations

Treatment 
providers won’t 

make clients 
“uncomfortable”

Family 
members/friends 

will not confront or 
address the perps

Victims are 
unsupported and 
unprotected from 

retaliation

Not prosecuting 
“johns”

12

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/barr-praised-2017-book-claims-colleges-unfairly-went-after-male-n1056141
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Law Enforcement

13

Rape Kit Backlogs 

• When rape kits were tested  a  quarter to a third revealed previously unidentified serial offenders

• Imagine the steps to a rape kit – any breakdown, no dna
• Report, collections, enough DNA, law enforcement kept it, submitted it, and enough DNA to 

meet database eligibility
• Michigan county – identified 800 serial offenders and hits to other offenders in 40 different 

states
• Lesson – no consistent MO or victim pref
• Have stranger and known victim
• Also other criminal involvement

(Lovell, Williamson, Dover, Keel, & Flannery, 2020)
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Rape Kits 
Revealed

7287 rape kits tested

35.7% were connected to two or more 
rapes

Much higher than documented in 
recidivism studies (8-15%)

High case attrition for sexual assault

• Never referred for prosecution
• Closed by police with minimal or no investigation

(Cam pbell, Feeney, Goodm an-W illiam s, Sharm a, & Pierce, 2020)   

15
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Case Study
• Charged with 2 sexual assaults

• After a couple months, let off GPS
• Second occurred after arrest and release 

on bond for the first
• 1st Victim was intoxicated, covered with 

bruises and immediately disclosed
• 2nd Victim pulled behind a truck and 

raped while “frozen”
• Put on GPS after 2nd allegation
• Violated house arrest at least 20 times
• Plead guilty to a lesser charge so will not

register as a sex offender
• A third allegation was never investigated

(Crockett, 2022)

16

• “Well, guess what? You just had sex on the ground with a boy you 
didn’t really know and you got up and you feel ashamed, you feel 
regret, that’s not rape,” Hutto said.
• Hutto said Turner and the victim were mutually engaging in sexual 

behaviors with each other at the party.
• “She did not object, she did not scratch, she did not push, she did not 

call out. When asked point blank if she said, ‘no,’ she didn’t. When 
asked point blank if she said ‘stop,’ she didn’t,” Hutto said.
• Charges are all dropped because the victim is dead.
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Language of Lies

• Non-consensual sex
• Child prostitute
• Sexual relationship with a minor
• Child pornography
• ”Depicts a child having sex with an 

adult”
• Oral sex with a victim
• Forced sex
• Fondle
• Incest with a child
• “Johns”

18
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Misogyny

• Contempt for and prejudice 
against women
• Contempt – Beneath 

consideration, derision, scorn, 
disdain, denigration
• Not sexism – Sexism is 

discrimination based on sex or 
gender, men are superior
• Misogyny is hatred
• ESPECIALLY for women who 

challenge male dominance and 
the hierarchy (eg politics)

20

Entitlement – “You owe me Bitch”

21
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Internalized 
Misogyny
• Women hating women

• Distrust and disgust
• Unhealthy competition
• Easily used by others for an agenda
• Can have hate and contempt without 

the label

• Women hating themselves
• Beauty standards
• Need for approval
• Alignment with power/patriarchy

23

Masculinity and 
aggression

• Fear the teeny fine 
line
• Sexy clothes – man is 

a rapist
• Piss him off – man is a 

batterer
• Reject him too much –

man is a stalker

24
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Use Status, Power, Wealth, Position

25

Power, status, position

• Earl Bradley - pediatrician
• 15 years – 471 charges
• Vulnerable patients

• Children babies
• Drug addicted 
• Dementia, disabled
• Immigrants, unconscious, intoxicated

• Dr. Nikita Levy – Internist
• 25 years with Johns Hopkins – settled with 8000 women

• Photograhphed, touched during pelvic exams
• Anesthesiologist

26

No action
• Jerry Sandusky

• Penn State received report of Jerry 
Sandusky in 2001 – convicted in 
2012

• 1998 investigated after 11 year old
tells mom of hugs and showers 

• he acknowledges it won’t shower 
with boys any more 

• 2000 someone reported seeing him 
shower with a boy 

• 2002 McClearly
• Bill Cosby –

• began in mid 60’s  
• 2005 deal with Bruce Castor 
• Women revealed assaults for over a 

decade before being heard
• R. Kelly 

• 1994 illegally marries 15 year old
• 1996 sued by victim abused when 15 

successfully 
• 2000 reported re abusing young girls 
• 2001 lawsuit for teenager abuse 

successfully 
• 2002 indicted for child porn
• Convicted 

France, 2021; Giles & Jones, 2015 

27



4/18/22

Please do not use without permission (c) V. 
Valliere, Psy.D., 2022 10

Offended in public

• Larry  Nassar –
• 1st complaint in 1997, told she was misunderstanding 

• 1998  - child report, he convinced parents to disregard 
reports 1999 - reported and dismissed “he knew what 
he was doing”.  2000-2004 solicited and received 
images of child sex acts

• 2004 - also reported by another vic to police, no 
charges

• 2014 - treats patients 16 months after investigation

(Howley, 2018)

28

Blocked Action

• Jeffrey Epstein
• 1st report in 2005, when 14-year old reported -

investigation of 5 victims
• 2006 - tried to charge – Grand Jury  one count of 

soliciting prostitution 
• 2008 - took plea deal 1 count of Solicitation of 

Prostitution of Minor  
• 18 months - out 5 months early
• 2015  - trafficking allegations
• 2016  - woman reported Trump violently raped her at 

party at Epstein’s when 13
• 2017 – Acosta, who approved Epstein’s deal for non-

prosecution, appointed as Trumps US secretary of Labor

(McLaughlin & Frias, 2019)

29

“It takes one person to commit a 
rape, but a village to let them get 

away with it.”  

(Valenti, 2018)

30
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Tools of the trade

31

Marry your victim

• Especially in Connecticut, Idaho, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Nevada, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina and Virginia –

• Mostly about “force”
• Can you consent if a DV victim?

• The Ultimate
• He said, she said
• Complexity of prior consent
• Motives to fabricate

(Quinn, 2019)

32

Case Study

• Admitted to beating, kicking, slapping, dragging by the hair, verbal abuse 
(including racial), punching in stomach 3-4 times a week for months after 
getting married on the stand. 
• Police involved – battering “stops,” gets “saved,” only “slaps” hands, legs or 

thighs
• Victim – oral rape twice, anal rape once, ongoing rape including

strangulation until unconscious (but DV “stopped”)
• Plead guilty to False Official Statements
• Admits to lying repeatedly to command, others, as well as repeated 

adultery
• Disclosed after found him cheating again, seeking protection order

33
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Make sure she has issues . . . But love her anyway

• Abuse causes issues

• Fearing your children are being 
abused causes issues

• Victim can be chosen because of 
issues

“I think this is all made up.  The mom has some 
mental health issues.”

34

Keep it in the family

• Disclosure and recantation
• Risk
• Actuarial
• Access to victims
• Number of crimes
• Betrayal
• Context

35

If you can’t, 
build a 
relationship

Trust

Access

Usefulness

Indebtedness

Reason for retaliation

Protection of victim

36
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Be the 
victim

• Old news
• Embellishment
• False allegations
• Retaliation
• Vindictive accuser
• Past
• Losses associated with accusation

37

Be sick, not bad

• “Addiction”
• “Sad sack,” “Pathetic”
• Impulse, not act
• Deny the choices
• “Relapse” not rape
• How many steps did Will Smith take?

38

Just a guy

• “Jerk”

• “Bad sex”

• “Locker room” talk

• Misunderstood

• Couldn’t help it

• “John”

39
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Get away with it

• Nobody sees
• No injury injury is evidence
• Get the victim to cooperate
• Confusion of victim
• Act like nothing happened
• Convince self and victim it wasn’t 

a sex offense
• Do in a place no one could 

believe
• Delay the disclosure of the victim

40

Challenging your 
world view

• Are you able to identify and confront your own 
misinformation, biases, and resistance to seeing abuse?

• Do you need to see someone as a victim to care for them?

• Are you struggling with a “victim” or “monster” dichotomy 
with the offender?

• Do you need victims to be likeable or ideal?  ”Blameless?”
• Are you willing to be uncomfortable or make others 

uncomfortable?

41

Challenging your 
world view
• Can you accept the “real” reasons that 

people do what they do?
• Does hope or a commitment to seeing 

the “good” in all people blind you?
• Are you able to accept all the parts of a 

person or must it be all or nothing?
• Can you care for someone even if you 

can’t stand some truths about them?
• Can you hold yourself and others

accountable?

42
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Case 
Study -

Recidivist

“Don’t you think, Doctor, that being 
on the registry is enough?  I mean, 
there are protections in place.  He 
will never be around kids again – no 
one would let him!  What purpose 
does it serve to be labelled – to make 
him carry the label of Sexually 
Violent Predator?  Isn’t registration 
enough punishment?”

43

History 
• Arrested in early 2000’s –
• Sexually abused two boys over a year – age 5 and age 8
• Was having long-term extramarital affair with their mother
• Admitted to three other victims while teaching piano

• 11 year old girl – felt thrill, “adorable” touched genitals when she was “leaning back, 
laughing” began with “innocent hugging”

• 12 year old boy – repeatedly over about 2 years
• 13 year old girl

• Evaluated
• Admitted to first assaulting children in his early 20’s

• 10 year old female, rubbed penis against until ejaculated 
• 12 year old girl while teaching piano a year or two later, rubbed penis on her until ejac

• Infatuated with him, ran away to be with him, when he spurned her, two men beat him

44

History

• Numerous affairs that ended when women would ask for 
accountability or commitment
• Stopped sex with his wife
• Loved the deception
• “had a totally separate wife like Walter Mitty”
• “I developed a sneaky way of doing things separate”. 
• I never got bored – it was exciting
• There are so many fronts I am trying to juggle

45
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• Abused children to 
• “comfort and appease him” for what he was missing in his family
• “never felt loved enough” by wife and children
• Openly blamed wife for sexual assaults and infidelity

• Other sexual history
• Sex with multiple women extramaritally
• 5 different women at once
• Masturbated in car
• Sexual affairs with men extramaritally – one was “a boy that carried 

over” into adulthood
• Reported for sexually harassing others at work – multiple complaints

46

•Managed risk in the home by avoiding children as they 
entered puberty. 
• “I always take my precautions around the house.”  “I 

would not even put myself in a situation to see them.”
•3 complaints for sexual harassment. 
•Went through training after first complaint
• Two others for “no reason”
• “You can’t say anything anymore
•Wife suggested he start teaching again

47

Apology to Victim #1 – son of mistress

48
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Apology to victim abused for 2 years

49

Apology victim #3 

50

Evaluation at the time of arrest

51
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Interview presentation

• Charming
• Blatantly deceptive but without records

• Controlled the interview – affairs with men?  No.  REALLY?  Not between 1970 and 
1976

• Required re-asking and challenging multiple times
• Easily confused
• Acted surprised by questions (despite months of treatment)
• It was an accident
• Passive recipient of come-ons – was with a man “because he offered”
• Acting out because of marital neglect
• “Ashamed” “devastated” – because of “what they thought I was”
• Distressed from embarrassment of loss of image, control not true remorse

52

Conclusions

• Pedophilic arousal
• Motivation to offend is significant.  Offended despite
• Marriage
• Being beaten
• Reputation

• Mr. Jones should be considered a danger to any minor with whom he 
had a developed relationship with and for other types of sexual 
offense related behaviors, like lying, affairs, or a duplicit lifestyle.

53

Narcissism – Not on any risk instrument

• Mr. Jones’ Narcissism has been uncontrolled to this point and 
probably will pose a greater risk in the future as his ego suffers from 
the sanctions, both social and legal, as well as from his own advancing 
age.  
• Children seem to feed Mr. Jones’ Narcissism as well. The emotional 

demands of relationships with children are minimal, especially in the 
sexual arena.  Mr. Jones described a feeling of acceptance and 
gratitude from the families of the students, fueling his involvement 
with them. It is important to note that, in Mr. Jones’ descriptions of at 
least two of his victims, they were enjoying his company when he 
assaulted them.   Mr. Jones contrasted this experience to the 
experience of his family who could not love him enough. 

54



4/18/22

Please do not use without permission (c) V. 
Valliere, Psy.D., 2022 19

Risk to family –
• Mr. Jones’ return to his family poses some risk for reoffense. 

• Mr. Jones’s return to the family, though possibly financially and socially preferable, may create a raised level 
of risk. 

• Mr. Jones blamed his wife and his family for his offenses.  Mr. Jones claimed to this examiner that his wife 
was “studying” his offenses and acknowledged her role in his behavior.  The family, according to Mr. ----’s 
notes, gathered around to support Mr. Jones.  

• Members will be happy for the return of Mr. Jones and will likely provide him with a great deal of attention.  
Hopefully, he will not sexualize these experiences with his daughter. 

• The family must be angry and betrayed by him.  They will need to address the anger, betrayal, denial, and 
other feelings that will not be a pleasant experience for Mr. Jones.  He will need to be supervised closely 
during times of conflict so he does not seek his “comfort zone.”  

• Mr. Jones is re-entering a family who has been indoctrinated to his abuse and deception for decades.  This 
family MUST receive treatment and education to protect they, not just treatment for the support of Mr. 
Jones.  

55

Risk Instruments

• LOW RISK
• Unrelated
• Boys

• Lowered over time because of age
• Other things
• Sorry for what he did
• “Appalled” at his behavior
• Compliant with supervision
• Treatment records vague - compliant and sorry

56

Re-arrested and 
Convicted
Assaulted the 9 year old grand-
daughter

57
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